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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-49 are presented for Examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 - 5, 7, 9, 1 0, 1 5-25, 27, 29, 30, 35 - 43, & 47 - 49 rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Boreczky et al. (US PGPub 2002/0075572). 

With respect to Claim 1, the claimed "receiving the video as it is streamed from a 
server over a computer network" is met by Boreczky et al. that teach the transmittal, 
315, of video from a server, 300, to a video player, 320, via a computer network, such 
as the Internet (Fig. 3; paragraphs [0009], [0022], [0025]). 

The claimed "receiving a first user request to display a first navigation video strip 
on a display device, wherein the first navigation strip comprises a first plurality of video 
frames from a video" is met by Boreczky et al. that teach a user request, 325, being 
sent to a server, 300, by way of a second connection, 305, for the transmittal of video 
frames (keyframes) to be used for video indexing, that will be displayed on the display 
device, 330 (Fig. 3, 4; paragraphs [0026], [0028], [0030]). 
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The claimed "in response to the first user request, obtaining first instructions for 
displaying the first navigation video strip; and displaying the first navigation video strip 
on the display device in accordance with the first instructions" is met by Boreczky et al. 
that teach user request, 325, being sent to a video player, 320, whereby instructions 
containing the amount of the video to be indexed are sent to the server, 300, and video 
keyframes are sent to the video player, 320, along with criteria (number of frames, 
amount of data, amount of time) to be displayed, 330, via a second connection, 310 
(Fig. 3 & 6; paragraphs [0026], [0030], [0041]). 

With respect to Claim 2, the claimed "wherein obtaining the first instructions 
comprises generating the first instructions" is met by Boreczky et al. that teach a server, 
600, generating instructions as to the what specific video frames are to be supplied to 
the video player, 630 (Fig. 1 & 6; paragraphs [0040], [0041]). 

With respect to Claim 3, the claimed " whereby obtaining the first instructions 
comprises transmitting a first client request to the server to generate the first 
instructions" is met by Boreczky et al. that teach a channel, 605, being used to send 
user requests to a server, 600 (Fig. 1 & 6; paragraphs [0041]). 

With respect to Claim 4, the claimed "wherein obtaining the first instructions 
further comprises receiving the first instructions from the server" is met by Boreczky et 
al. that teach a server, 600, transmitting forward-looking data via low resolution 
channels, 610 n , including instructions pertaining to the video index to be displayed (Fig. 
1 & 6, paragraphs [0038], [0041]). 
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With respect to Claim 5, the claimed" wherein obtaining the first instructions 
further comprises receiving a reference to the first instructions from the server" is met by 
Boreczky et al. for the same reasons at those discussed above for Claim 4. 

With respect to Claim 7, the claimed "wherein displaying the first navigation video 
strip comprises retrieving the first plurality of video frames from the server" is met by 
Boreczky et al. that teach the use of a low resolution server, 901, in supplying the 
snapshots that are to be used in a video index (Fig. 9 & paragraph [0043]). 

With respect to Claim 9, the claimed "further comprising supporting user 
interaction with the first navigation video strip" is met by Boreczky et al. that teach the 
video controls, 410, for the navigation of a video, 400, as well as for the video strip, 
1440, 1445, 1450, and 1460 (Fig. 4, paragraph [0028]). 

With respect to Claim 10, the claimed "wherein supporting the user interaction 
comprises: receiving a user selection of one of the first plurality of video frames; and in 
response to the user selection, playing the video on the display device beginning at the 
selected video frame" is met by Boreczky et al. that teach a user being able to jump to a 
specific video position by selecting a video snapshot (paragraphs [001 1], [0042], [0047], 
[0049]). 

With respect to Claim 15, the claimed "wherein the method further comprises 
receiving a user selection of an option concerning how the video is managed while the 
first navigation video strip is displayed" is met by Boreczky et al. that teach the video 
controls, 410, such as pause/ play buttons, for the control of the current playback 
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position of video, 400, while snap images 1440, 1445, 1450, and 1460 are displayed 
(Fig. 4, paragraph [0028]). 

With respect to Claim 16, the claimed "wherein the option is selected from the 
group consisting of scaling the video, cropping the video, and alpha-blending the video 
with the first navigation video strip" is met in part by Boreczky et al. that teach the use of 
a video player in which a user has a number of functions to choose from regarding the 
playback of the video being played (Figs. 1-3, 4; paragraph [0028]). Boreczky et al. 
does not explicitly teach the claimed 'scaling, cropping and/or alpha-blending". 
However, the examiner takes official notice that such functions were notoriously well 
know in the art at the time of the invention. Therefore, it is submitted that it would have 
been clearly obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use 
functions such as 'scaling, cropping, and/or alpha-blending" with the video being played 
and the 'first navigation strip'. 

With respect to Claim 17, the claimed "wherein the option is selected from the 
group consisting of playing the video, pausing the video, and stopping the video" is met 
by Boreczky et al. that teach playback controls, 410, such as a pause/play button (Fig. 4, 
paragraph [0028]). 

Claim 18 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claimsl & 2. In addition, 
Boreczky et al. teaches the use of a video, 320, and a server, 300, which inherently has 
a processor and memory (Fig. 3, 6, 8, 9) 

Claim 19 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 4. 

Claim 20 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 5. 
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Claim 21 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 1 . 

Claim 22 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 2. 

Claim 23 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 3. 

Claim 24 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 4. 

Claim 25 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 5. 

Claim 27 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 7. 

Claim 29 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 9. 

Claim 30 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 10. 

Claim 35 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 15. 

Claim 36 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 16. 

Claim 37 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 17. 

Claim 38 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claims 1 & 2. In addition, 
Boreczky et al. teaches the use of a video, 320, and a server, 300, which inherently has 
a processor and memory (Fig. 3, 6, 8, 9). 

Claim 39 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 4. 

Claim 40 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 5. 

Claim 41 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claims 1 ,2. 

Claim 42 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 4. 

Claim 43 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 5. 

Claim 47 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 15. 

Claim 48 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 16. 

Claim 49 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 17. 
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Rejections - 35 USC §103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 6 & 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Boreczky et al. (US PGPub 2002/0075572) in view of Amir et al. (US PG Pub 
2002/0140719). 

With respect to Claim 6, the claimed "wherein the first instructions are formatted 
according to the Synchronized Multimedia Integration Language" is not explicitly taught 
by the Boreczky et al. reference. However, in a similar field of endeavor, the Amir et al. 
reference teaches a system in which 'Synchronized Multimedia Integration Language' 
is used in describing the layout of a presentation of streaming media on a screen 
(paragraph [0048]). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the use of 'Synchronized Multimedia Integration Language' in 
the presentation of streaming media as taught by the Amir et al. reference with the 
system of selecting indexed snapshots for streaming media of the Boreczky et al. 
reference in order to provide an efficient manner in which to present the 'indexed 
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snapshots' for user selection. A person of ordinary skill in the art would have been 
motivated to make such a modification to the Boreczky et al. reference in order to permit 
a uniform procedure in the presentation of the video index. 

Claim 26 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 6. 

5. Claims 8 & 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Boreczky et al. (US PGPub 2002/0075572) in view of Radford et al. (US PG Pub 
2002/0144276). 

With respect to Claim 8, the claimed "wherein the first plurality of video frames 
are retrieved from the server in accordance with the Real Time Streaming Protocol" is 
not explicitly taught by the Boreczky et al. reference. However, in the same field of 
endeavor, the Radford et al. reference teaches the use of Real Time Streaming Protocol 
in a streaming media network as a suitable file transfer protocol [paragraph 0026]. 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the use of 'Real Time Streaming Protocol' as taught by the 
Radford et al. reference with the system of selecting indexed snapshots for streaming 
media of the Boreczky et al. reference in order to provide a suitable manner in which to 
transfer the indexed snapshots to a user. A person of ordinary skill in the art would have 
been motivated to make such a modification to the Boreczky et al. reference in order to 
allow a user to receive the video index. 
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Claim 28 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 8. 

6. Claims 11-14, 31-34, & 44 - 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Boreczky et al. (US PGPub 2002/0075572) in view of Asami (US 
Pat 6,747,674). 

With respect to Claim 11, the claimed "receiving a second user request to modify 
the first time interval to a second time interval; in response to the second user request, 
obtaining second instructions for displaying a second navigation video strip, wherein the 
amount of time separating adjacent video frames in the second navigation video strip is 
substantially equal to the second time interval; and displaying the second navigation 
video strip in accordance with the second instructions" is not explicitly taught by the 
Boreczky et al. reference. However, in the same field of endeavor, the Asami reference 
teaches a user being able to choose the time interval between still pictures of a video 
file, whereby a user inputs a specific time period and the system creates picture 
thumbnails of the selected video at the selected time intervals (Fig. 2-8;ol.1, lines 59-62; 
col.3, lines 62-64; and col. 5, lines 32-36). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the ability to choose the time interval between still pictures of a 
video as taught by the Asami reference with the system of selecting indexed snapshots 
for streaming media of the Boreczky et al. reference in order to provide additional 
functionality to the user. A person of ordinary skill in the art would have been motivated 
to make such a modification to the Boreczky et al. reference in order to allow a user to 
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choose the time period between the video frames in the video index, thereby allowing a 
more general or a more specific video summary. 

With respect to Claim 12, the claimed " wherein the method further comprises 
receiving user input about the number of video frames that are included in the first 
navigation video strip" is met by Asami that teaches user being able to select the 
number of picture thumbnails related to a video file being searched (Fig. 2-8; col.1 , lines 
59-62; col .3, lines 54-60 and col. 6, lines 34-36). 

With respect to Claim 13, the claimed "wherein the method further comprises 
receiving user input about the number of video frames in the first navigation strip that 
are displayed on the display device" is met by Asami that teaches the use of a CRT, 18, 
in displaying a user selectable amount of picture thumbnails related to a video file 
(Fig. 1-8; col.3, lines 54-60 & col. 6, lines 34-36). 

With respect to Claim 14, the claimed "wherein the method further comprises 
receiving user input about a location where the first navigation strip is displayed" is met 
by Asami et al. that teaches that the user can display a number of picture thumbnails or 
a scrolling index of them on a CRT, 18 (col. 3, lines 54-64). 

Claim 31 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 1 1 . 
Claim 32 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 12. 
Claim 33 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 13. 
Claim 34 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 14 
Claim 44 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 12. 
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Claim 45 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 13. 
Claim 46 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 14. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Drucker et al. (US Patent 7,251,790) teach media browsing via the use of 
thumbnail images, whereby the number of these images can be user selected & the 
selection of a thumbnail leads to playback from that point forward. 

Yeo (US Patent 6,711,741) teaches the use of 'snapshots' in indexing a video 
source from a server. Also teaches different configurations of the snapshot index, 
location, and functionality of the media player playing the video. 

Ceccarelli (US Patent 6,222,532) teaches the use of keyframes' in the 
navigation of a video file. 

Barde et al. (US Patent Application Publication US 2004/0268400) teach the 
use of 'Real Time Streaming Protocol' as a communication protocol between a client 
device and a content server. 

Demers et al. (US Patent Application Publication US 2004/0068536) teach 
the use of 'Synchronized Multimedia Integration Language' for allowing the layout and 
synchronization of multiple data streams. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jorge Mendoza Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 
270-5087. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30 am - 
4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dennis Chow can be reached at (571) 272-7767. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 8660217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Jorge Mendoza Jr./ 
Examiner, Art Unit 4126 
/J. M.J./ 

/Lun-Yi Lao/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2629 
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